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Today Yates Mill Pond is about 20 acres in size. Historically it may have once been as large as 40 acres but 

sedimentation in the upstream reaches of the pond likely caused its reduction in size. The average depth of the 

pond is only about 4-1/2 feet, although it's around 10-12 feet deep in the creek channel and 16 feet deep 

behind the dam. After Hurricane Fran breached the old dam and drained the pond in September 1996, Wake 

County removed about 40,000 cubic yards of sediment from the pond basin, deepening the pond for mill 

operations purposes as well as for flood and pollution control. The pond was re-established in March 2000.  

There was a temporary drawdown in February-May 2014 for mill repair purposes. The pond is part of a 

nutrient-sensitive, water supply watershed; its upstream drainage area is about 3,300 acres. The waters from 

the pond flow into Swift Creek at Lake Benson and then into the Neuse River around the town of Smithfield.  

 


